Welcome tothe 2013 edition of ~ The Absolute Sound s Editors’ Choice
Awards, our annual Recommended Products list. On the following

pages we present the gear that our editors and writers have selected

as most worthy of your consideration. These are the components we
ourselves would buy—or recommend to friends and family. Each product
category is divided into price ranges, with components listed in order of

ascending cost (though a few items, like cables and accessories, are listed

alphabetically). Each recommendation is also accompanied by a capsule
review, the original reviewer’s name or initials, and the issue the review
appeared in. Note that in a few cases a product may have been reviewed
in one of our sister publications, Playback or AVguide.com, or the review
may be pending publication, or the product may not have been formally

reviewed but earns a recommendation based on one or more writer’s

extensive experience with it.

Given that this is the high end, where components generally have long
lifespans, some of our recommendations look back several years. At the
same time, in an effort to be as selective and up-to-date as possible, we

have dropped some components that appeared on last year’s list, usually
becauseithey have been discontinued but sometimes because fresh
competition has caused us to reconsider the choice.
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MartinLogan CLX

$25,495

martinlogan.com

A long time coming, this successor
to MartinlLogan’s one-and-only
previous full-range electrostat, the
CLS, bests the original in every way,
particularly in tonal balance where

its lower midrange and upper bass
are no longer sucked out. The most
transparent-to-sources loudspeaker
JV has yet auditioned, the CLX is the
very model of resolution, neutrality,
and realism. It is also, alas, limited to
about 50Hz in the bass, which means
you’ll need a pair of ML’s Descent-i
subs to get the whole orchestra. JV,
190



